
Summary, Regional Coalition Conference Call, Thursday, 9/6/12, 9:30 to 10:30 am  
 

Following a welcome and roll call (see participant list at end of summary), Elissa 
Gershon, senior attorney at Disability Rights California, and Lydia Missaelides, 
executive director of California Association for Adult Day Services, discussed the 
Community-Based Adult Services (CBAS) transition. 
 

Elissa Gershon:  

 About 80 percent of former ADHC clients have been found eligible for CBAS 

 Hearings have been slow to start up 

 Over 2000 people have requested hearings and most are overdue 

 CBAS agencies continuing to serve individuals awaiting a hearing are 
financially  vulnerable 

 In the Bay Area, there seems to be a high rate of ineligibility for new 
applicants.  DRC is looking into this.  

 Medi-Care providers seem to be encouraging clients to opt-out of managed 
care, which will mean they lose eligibility for CBAS.  About 5,000 CBAS 
participants have opted out of managed care.   

 

Lydia Missaelides: 

 Next call with providers (physicians) is Sept 18 

 What can people do:  talk to candidates and elected officials; help people 
understand their rights; get the word out; get docs on conference  calls 

 Elissa adds: let legislators know, report anecdotes, this is a community 
problem… 

 

Discussion followed. 

 What are COHS?   County Organized Health Care – it’s a a managed care 
model that covers all Medi-Cal recipients within a county.  There have been 
COHS for about 20 years old.  There’s also a “two plan model” and a 
“geographic model”: in the two-plan model, a government-run plan and a 
commercial plan compete.  San Diego and Sacramento counties have the 
“geographic model,” with multiple plans in the entire county.  

 Can people stay in fee-for-service forever?   No, not unless the current plan 
changes.  By the mid to third quarter of 2013, if CMS approves everything, 
all Medi-Cal dual eligibile services will be through managed care; a person 
can still opt out of Medicare.  And, there are a few exemptions: a medical 
exemption (there are few of these), PACE enrollment or enrollment in the 
SCAN Heath Plan, or if client is in a Medicare HMO (e.g. Advantage).     



 

Kali Peterson and Jack Hailey provided updates on the Summit and the California 
Collaborative/Regional Coalition conference, September 18 and 19. 
 

Christine Chow, of The SCAN foundation, has completed a new profiles document 
describing each regional coalition.   
 

Housekeeping items:  

 Any Google Group member can post an article, question, comment, etc. to 
the listserve. 

 Please forward additions or corrections to the summary of the previous 
month’s call to Jack Hailey, jack@gacinstitute.org   

 

Roll Call Review 
End at 10:30 
 

Call Participants: 
Guests:   

 Elissa Gershon, senior attorney at Disability Rights California 

 Lydia Missaelides, executive director of California Association for Adult Day 
Services 

 

From Regional Coalitions: 

 Alameda:    Patricia Osage 

 Orange: Jim McAleer and Patty Mouton 

 S.F.:  Bill Haskell and Anne Hinton 

 San Diego:  Debbie Case 

 Bay Area Senior Health:  Greg Garrett 

 Riverside (and San Bernardino):  Renee Dar Khan, Michele Wilham, Paul 
Van Doren, and Frederick Moll 

 L.A.:  Sherry Revord and Anwar Zoueihid 

 Santa Clara:  Marilou Cristina, Bev DeKoven, and Amy Aken 

 Yolo:  Sheila Allen, Nikki McCabe, Peggy Goldstein, and Dawn Myers Purkey 

 Chico area:  Forest Harlan and Betty Carlson 

 Fresno area:  Cynthia Benzler 

 Stanislaus:  Dianna Olsen, Kim Viviano, and Maria Profeta 
Someone named Mark ???? 
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